Notice of Determination - Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the LADWP Electrical Generation Stations Modifications Project

NOTICE OF DETERMINATION

To:  
County Clerk, County of Los Angeles
From:
SCAQMD


12400 E. Imperial Highway, Room 2001

21865 Copley Drive


Norwalk, CA 90650

Diamond Bar, CA 91765
SUBJECT:
FILING OF NOTICE OF DETERMINATION IN COMPLIANCE WITH §21108 OF THE PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE AND §15096 OF THE CEQA GUIDELINES

Project Title:  Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the BP Carson Refinery Safety, Compliance
                        and Optimization Project
	SCH Number:  2005111057
	Date Certified:  September 15, 2006

	Contact Person:  Barbara A. Radlein
	Telephone Number:  (909) 396-2716


Project Location:  1801 East Sepulveda Boulevard, Carson, CA 90749
Project Description:  BP is proposing modifications to multiple refinery process units at the Carson Refinery to:  1) attain compliance with SCAQMD Rules 1105.1, 1118, and 1173, and a settlement agreement between the SCAQMD and BP; 2) improve the safety at the Coker Gas Debutanizer, Fluid Catalytic Cracking Unit (FCCU), Fluid Feed Hydrodesulfurization Unit (FFHDS), vapor recovery systems and flare systems; and 3) improve operational efficiency of the FCCU, FFHDS, Alky Merox Unit, Alkylation Unit, Hydrocracker Unit, and Sulfur Plant.  The Initial Study identified “air quality,” “hazards and hazardous materials,” “noise,” and “transportation/traffic” as the areas that may be adversely affected by the proposed project.  Impacts to these environmental areas were further analyzed in the EIR.  Based on the construction activities necessary to comply with the proposed project, the quantity of emissions due to construction may exceed the SCAQMD's daily significance threshold.  The proposed project was also concluded to have potentially significant adverse hazards impacts and potentially significant adverse cumulative air quality impacts.  Noise and transportation/traffic impacts were concluded to be less than significant.
This is to advise that the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) as the Lead Agency for the above described project has made the following determinations regarding the above described project:

1. A Final EIR was prepared and certified for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

2. The Final EIR concluded that the proposed project would have significant unavoidable adverse impacts on the environment related to construction pollutant emissions and operational hazards.

3. Pursuant to the CEQA Guidelines, the SCAQMD as the Lead Agency is filing this Notice of Determination.

4. Mitigation measures were made a condition of the approval of this project.

5. A mitigation monitoring program, prepared pursuant to Public Resource Code §21081.6 and CEQA Guidelines §15097, was adopted for this project.
6. Findings were made pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15091.

7. A Statement of Findings and a Statement of Overriding Considerations were adopted for this project since significant adverse impacts were identified for air quality and hazards.

The Final EIR, supporting documentation, and record of project approval may be examined at:
SCAQMD Headquarters, 21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765.


________________________
Signature:







    Date Received for filing



Barry R. Wallerstein, D.Env.

Executive Officer

Title:  Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the BP Carson Refinery Safety, Compliance
              and Optimization Project
Date Certified:  September 15, 2006
Project Proponent:  BP West Coast Products, LLC (BP)

Location:  Los Angeles County
Addresses of Project Proponent:  1801 East Sepulveda Boulevard, Carson, CA, 90749
Project Description:  BP is proposing modifications to multiple refinery process units at the Carson Refinery to:  1) attain compliance with SCAQMD Rules 1105.1, 1118, and 1173, and a settlement agreement between the SCAQMD and BP; 2) improve the safety at the Coker Gas Debutanizer, Fluid Catalytic Cracking Unit (FCCU), Fluid Feed Hydrodesulfurization Unit (FFHDS), vapor recovery systems and flare systems; and 3) improve operational efficiency of the FCCU, FFHDS, Alky Merox Unit, Alkylation Unit, Hydrocracker Unit, and Sulfur Plant.  The Initial Study identified “air quality,” “hazards and hazardous materials,” “noise,” and “transportation/traffic” as the areas that may be adversely affected by the proposed project.  Impacts to these environmental areas were further analyzed in the EIR.  Based on the construction activities necessary to comply with the proposed project, the quantity of emissions due to construction may exceed the SCAQMD's daily significance threshold.  The proposed project was also concluded to have potentially significant adverse hazards impacts and potentially significant adverse cumulative air quality impacts.  Noise and transportation/traffic impacts were concluded to be less than significant.
Findings of Exemption:  A Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR), which includes a Notice of Preparation/Initial Study and Draft EIR, was prepared for the proposed project pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act.  The Draft EIR was circulated for 45 days for public review and comment.  No comment letters were received during the public comment period.  The Final EIR prepared for the proposed project concluded that the proposed project would have no direct or indirect effects on wildlife resources or the habitat upon which the wildlife depends.  Further, no secondary adverse impacts to plant and animal life were identified that would result from the proposed project.

The SCAQMD as the Lead Agency for the proposed project has found that, when considering the record as a whole, there is no evidence that the proposed project will have potential for adverse effects on wildlife resources or the habitat upon which wildlife depends.  Accordingly, based upon the preceding information, the SCAQMD has, on the basis of substantial evidence, rebutted the presumption of adverse effect contained in Section 753.5 (d), Title 14, California Code of Regulations.

Certification:  I hereby certify that as the decision maker of the Lead Agency, the SCAQMD has made the above findings of fact for this project and that based upon the SCAQMD’s consideration of the Final EIR the project will not individually or cumulatively have significant adverse effects on wildlife resources, as defined in §711.2 of the Fish and Game Code.


________________________
Signature:
________________________________________
      Date Received for filing




Barry R. Wallerstein, D.Env.

Executive Officer
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