

April 9, 2004

County Clerk, Gina Morla
County of Los Angeles
12400 E. Imperial Hwy, Room 2001
Norwalk, CA 90650

Ms Morla:

Re:
Notice of Determination – Final Environmental Impact Report for Paramount Petroleum Corporation’s Paramount Refinery Clean Fuels Project - SCH No. 2003031044

Enclosed are two copies of a Notice of Determination (NOD) for the above project, which is located in Los Angeles County.  The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) document for the proposed project was certified on April 9, 2004.  Please record and post according to the provisions of CEQA.

The Notice of Determination contained herein is for a permit to construct for which the SCAQMD has prepared the Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR).  Enclosed is a check for $25.00 for this project to cover the Department of Fish and Game documentary handling fee pursuant to §753.5 (e)(6), Title 14 CCR and §21089 (b) of the Public Resources Code.  The SCAQMD has determined that the project, for which the Final EIR was prepared, will have a de minimus impact on wildlife and the habitat upon which it depends.  Therefore, the project is exempt from the Department of Fish and Game filing fee pursuant to Section 753.5 (a)(3), Title 14, CCR.  A de minimus impact form is also included for this project as is required pursuant to Section 753.5 (c), Title 14, CCR.

Please confirm receipt of one copy and return to the undersigned.  Self-addressed envelopes have been provided for your convenience.  If you have any questions, you can call me at (909) 396-3054 or James Koizumi at (909) 396-3234.


Sincerely,


Steve Smith, Ph.D.


Program Supervisor

Office of Planning and Policy

NOTICE OF DETERMINATION

To:
County Clerk, Gina Morla

From:

South Coast Air Quality Management District


County of Los Angeles



21865 Copley Drive


12400 E. Imperial Hwy, Room 2001


Diamond Bar, California 91765


Norwalk, California 90650

SUBJECT:
FILING OF NOTICE OF DETERMINATION IN COMPLIANCE WITH SECTIONS 21108 OR 21152 OF THE PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE
Project Title:
Final Environmental Impact Report for the Paramount Petroleum Corporation’s Paramount Refinery Clean Fuels Project
SCH Number:
2003031044
Date Certified:
April 9, 2004

Contact Person:
James Koizumi
Telephone Number: (909) 396 -3234
Project Location:
14700 Downey Avenue, Paramount, California, Los Angeles County
Project Description:
The Paramount Petroleum Corporation’s Paramount Refinery (Refinery) is proposing modifications to the Refinery in Paramount California, which will allow it to produce CARB Phase 3 reformulated gasoline and ultra low sulfur diesel (ULSD) fuels for California markets in accordance with the requirements of the United States Environmental Protection Agency and the California Air Resources Board.  Cleaner-burning fuels reduce emissions of criteria and toxic air pollutants and, thereby, contribute to efforts to attain and maintain federal and state ambient air quality standards in the Basin.
This is to advise that the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) has approved the above described project and has made the following determinations regarding the above described project:

1.
Volatile organic compound (VOC) emissions during project operation are expected to be significant.

2.
The Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) was prepared for this project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

3.
The proposed project requires the installation of fugitive components (e.g., valves, flanges, and pumps) which are sources of VOC emissions from the proposed project.  VOC emissions from fugitive components are controlled through the use of Best Available Control Technology (BACT). BACT, by definition, is the cleanest commercially available control equipment or technique. The use of BACT controls emissions to the greatest extent feasible for the new and modified emission sources.  Additional VOC emission reductions (through mitigation measures) from fugitive components associated with the proposed project equipment are not considered to be feasible.

4. A Statement of Overriding Considerations has been adopted for this project because of the potentially significant air quality impacts.

5.
A monitoring program under PRC Section 21081.6 was not adopted for this project because no feasible mitigation measures were identified.

The Final EIR, supporting documentation, and record of project approval may be examined at: SCAQMD, 21865 E. Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA. 91765

________________________

Signature:_________________________


Date Received for Filing
Barry R. Wallerstein, D. Env.

Executive Officer

California Department of Fish and Game

certificate of fee Exemption

De Minimis Impact Finding

Project Title/Date Certified/Location Name:

Title:
Final Environmental Impact Report for Paramount Petroleum Corporation’s Paramount Refinery Clean Fuels Project

Date Certified:
April 9, 2004

Location:
Los Angeles County

Project Proponent:
Paramount Petroleum Corporation

Address of Project Proponent:
14700 Downey Ave, Paramount, California, Los Angeles County
Project Description: The Paramount Petroleum Corporation’s Paramount Refinery (Refinery) is proposing modifications to the Refinery in Paramount California which will allow it to produce CARB Phase 3 reformulated gasoline and ultra low sulfur diesel (ULSD) fuels for California markets in accordance with the requirements of United States Environmental Protection Agency, and the California Air Resources Board.  Cleaner-burning fuels reduce emissions of criteria and toxic air pollutants and, thereby, contribute to efforts to attain and maintain federal and state ambient air quality standards in the Basin.
Findings of Exemption:

The Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR), which includes a Notice of Preparation/Initial Study and Draft EIR, was prepared for the proposed project pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act.  The Draft EIR was circulated for about 70 days for public review and comment.  One comment letter was received.  The Final EIR prepared for the proposed project concluded that the proposed project would have no direct or indirect effects on wildlife resources or the habitat upon which the wildlife depends.  Further, no secondary adverse impacts to plant and animal life were identified that would result from the proposed project.

The SCAQMD declares that, when considering the record as a whole, there is no evidence before the agency that the proposed project will have potential for adverse effects on wildlife resources or the habitat upon which wildlife depends.  Based upon the preceding information, the SCAQMD (as lead agency) has, on the basis of substantial evidence, rebutted the presumption of adverse effect contained in Section 753.5 (d), Title 14, CCR.

Certification:

I hereby certify that the decisionmaker of the lead agency has made the above findings of fact for this project and that based upon the Final EIR and hearing record, the proposed project will not individually or cumulatively have adverse effects on wildlife resources, as defined in Section 711.2 of the Fish and Game Code.


















Barry R. Wallerstein, D. Env.





Executive Officer





Lead Agency:  South Coast Air Quality Management District




Date:   April 9, 2004







