Notice of Determination - Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the LADWP Electrical Generation Stations Modifications Project

NOTICE OF DETERMINATION

To:  
County Clerk
From:
South Coast Air Quality Management District 

County of Los Angeles
21865 E. Copley Dr.

12400 E. Imperial Highway, Room 2001
Diamond Bar, CA 91765


Norwalk, California 90650


SUBJECT:
FILING OF NOTICE OF DETERMINATION IN COMPLIANCE WITH SECTION 21108 OR 21152 OF THE PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE
Project Title:  2004 Addendum to the 2001 Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) for the Chevron El Segundo Refinery CARB Phase 3 Clean Fuels Project.
Lead Agency:  South Coast Air Quality Management District.

SCH Number:  2000081088
Date Certified: November 13, 2004
Contact Person:  Kathy C. Stevens
Telephone Number:  (909) 396-3439

Project Location(s):  Chevron El Segundo Refinery, 324 West El Segundo Boulevard in the City of El Segundo, County of Los Angeles.  
Project Description:  In 2004 Chevron proposed a modification to a portion of the project evaluated in the 2001 FEIR associated with maintaining the gasoline production volume that was reduced when MTBE was replaced with ethanol.  Construction of this portion of the project analyzed in the 2001 FEIR did not occur as scheduled (between October 2002 and September 2003) because during construction of the initial phases of the project it was discovered that further engineering to refine the effectiveness of maintaining gasoline production volume was necessary.  The SCAQMD has reviewed the proposed modifications and determined that an Addendum is the appropriate document to be prepared in accordance with CEQA to evaluate potential significant adverse impacts associated with the 2004 Addendum modifications.
This is to advise that the South Coast Air Quality Management District as the Lead Agency for the above-described project has made the following determinations regarding the above-described project:

1. A 2004 Addendum to the 2001 FEIR was prepared and certified for this project by the SCAQMD pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

2. The 2004 Addendum to the 2001 FEIR concluded that the modifications to the proposed project would not have significant unavoidable adverse impacts on the environment.
3. Pursuant to the CEQA Guidelines the SCAQMD as the Lead Agency is filing this Notice of Determination. 

4. A mitigation monitoring program, prepared pursuant to Public Resource Code §21081.6 and CEQA Guidelines §15096, was originally adopted for the project evaluated in the 2001 FEIR.  

5. No new mitigation measures were made a condition of the approval of this project and, thus, a monitoring program under Public Resources Code §21081.6 was not adopted for this project.

6. A Statement of Findings and a Statement of Overriding Considerations were not adopted for this project because significant adverse environmental impacts were not identified.
The 2004 Addendum to the 2001 FEIR, supporting documentation, and record of project approval may be examined at: SCAQMD Headquarters, 21865 Copley Dr., Diamond Bar, CA 91765.


________________________
Signature:







  Date Received for filing



Barry R. Wallerstein, D.Env.

Executive Officer

California Department of Fish and Game

certificate of fee Exemption

De Minimis Impact Finding

Project Title:  2004 Addendum to the 2001 Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Chevron El Segundo Refinery CARB Phase 3 Clean Fuels Project.
Date Certified:  November 13, 2004

Location:  Los Angeles county.
Project Proponent:  Chevron Refinery
Address of Project Proponent:  El Segundo Refinery, 324 West El Segundo Boulevard in the City of El Segundo.
Project Description:  In 2004 Chevron proposed a modification to a portion of the project evaluated in the 2001 FEIR associated with maintaining the gasoline production volume that was reduced when MTBE was replaced with ethanol.  Construction of this portion of the project analyzed in the 2001 FEIR did not occur as scheduled (between October 2002 and September 2003) because during construction of the initial phases of the project it was discovered that further engineering to refine the effectiveness of maintaining gasoline production volume was necessary.  The SCAQMD has reviewed the proposed modifications and determined that an Addendum is the appropriate document to be prepared in accordance with CEQA to evaluate potential significant adverse impacts associated with the 2004 Addendum modifications.

Findings of Exemption:  The 2004 Addendum to the 2001 Final EIR was prepared for modifications to a previously proposed and approved project.  A 2001 Final EIR, which consisted of a NOP/Initial Study, the Draft EIR, and responses to comments on the Draft EIR, was prepared for the originally proposed project pursuant to the requirements of CEQA.  The NOP/Initial Study and the Draft EIR for the proposed project were released for a 30-day and 45-day public review and comment period, respectively.  Both the Initial Study and the EIR concluded that the proposed project would have no direct or indirect effects on wildlife resources or the habitat upon which the wildlife depends.  Further, no secondary adverse impacts to plant and animal life were identified that would result from the project.  The 2004 Addendum concluded that the proposed modifications would have no direct or indirect effect on wildlife resources or the habitat upon which the wildlife depends.  Further, no secondary adverse impacts to plant or animal life were identified that would result from the modifications.
The SCAQMD as the Lead Agency for the proposed project has found that, when considering the record as a whole, there is no evidence that either the previously proposed project or the currently proposed modifications will have potential for adverse effects on wildlife resources or the habitat upon which wildlife depends.  Accordingly, based upon the preceding information, the SCAQMD has, on the basis of substantial evidence, rebutted the presumption of adverse effect contained in Section 753.5 (d), Title 14, California Code of Regulations.

Certification:  I hereby certify that as the decision maker of the Lead Agency, the SCAQMD has made the above findings of fact for this project and that based upon the SCAQMD’s consideration of the 2004 Addendum to the 2001 Final EIR the project will not individually or cumulatively have adverse effects on wildlife resources, as defined in Section 711.2 of the Fish and Game Code.

_________________________________________________

Barry R. Wallerstein, D.Env.
Executive Officer

Lead Agency:  South Coast Air Quality Management District

Date: ____________________________________________
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